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Dave Absher

Dave was born into a military family on September 27th, 1966 in Zweibrucken
Germany. His love for the game of baseball began at an early age as he shadowed
his father from field to field on a regular basis. His first taste of organized baseball
began at the age of six on the Fort Lee Virginia Army Base. His family moved back to
Zweibrucken, Germany in 1974. He recounts the difficulty of playing overseas on a
smaller army base. Because there were not enough kids, the age groups were
unusually broad: 6 to 8-year-olds played t-ball, 9 to 13-year-olds played the next
level, and finally 14 to 18-year-olds played together. Going from an 8-year-old
playing t-ball to a 9-year-old facing 13-year-old pitching was quite a jump. Dave’s
family would eventually and permanently land in Sacramento, California. In May of
1977, his father was stationed on the Sacramento Army Depot. Dave continued his
love for the game playing in both organized baseball at Parkway Little League in South Sacramento and
countless pick-up baseball games throughout the summer months. When in High School, he opted out of
playing the sport that was so dear to his heart so that he could work and earn money. He would later say “the
decision to work over baseball was probably the single worst decision that | have made in my lifetime.” After
High School he started playing organized baseball in the local Land Park Sunday leagues in the late 1980's. His
first taste in the MSBL league was in 1995 with the Sacramento Cubs. In the early 2000’s he played in the open
division with the Sacramento A’s. From there he played with countless teams and is currently playing for the
Royals, Giants and Bulldogs. Dave has won a Arizona MSBL World Series Championship ring with the Giants in
2011 and a Florida MSBL Fall Classic Championship ring with the Royals in 2017. He has coached High School
Baseball for Cosumnes Oaks High School from 2014 to 2021. He is married to his wife Denise of 32 years and
has two children, son Jacob and daughter Jennifer. His love of baseball was passed down to Jacob who played
throughout his childhood, into High School, and best-of-all, in father-son tournaments. Passing down the love
of the game to the next generation is something that Dave values as player and father because in the words of
Pat Gillick, “Baseball is about talent, hard work, and strategy. But at the deepest level, it's about love,
integrity, and respect”.

Larry Donaghey

Since Larry is no longer with us, we’ve put together his biography based on family
reports, and managers and teammates contributing. Larry was one of the SMSBL
originals. He pitched and played for many teams in league including Jerry Karnow’s
Phillies, a fraternity of many who’ve played with the Mets, and in the twilight of his
career the 60+ Yankees managed by Rick Salmeri.

He won National Championships with the Sacramento Majik managed by John Rice.
He’s won those championships in both the top National Division and the American
Division at the MSBL Phoenix World Series. John likes to tell the story of Larry
pitching, struggling, and getting removed from the first game of a doubleheader at
the World Series and John telling him “don’t worry, you’re starting the second
game too, so be ready”. All Larry did the second game was pitch a complete game
victory. He was a competitor, quality pitcher and athlete. And a gentleman on the field of play, quiet but ag-
gressive when he needed to be.

Larry was a United States Navy veteran, serving on the USS Oriskany Aircraft Carrier during the Vietnam War,
and a proud Vietnam Veteran. He was laid to rest at the Sacramento Valley Veterans Cemetery in Dixon, Ca.
As Larry’s pitching career progressed his favorite catcher was SMSBL Hall of Famer Dave Harden and they
became fast friends both on and off the playing field. After a short hiatus from playing, Larry, and knowing his
prognosis, contacted Rick Salmeri his Yankee manager, confided with Rick who welcomed him back, and
played his final season with the 60+ Yankees despite the fact he was actively losing his battle with cancer.
Tonight we celebrate one of our SMSBL originals, we will miss him but he will always be remembered with a
position on the SMSBL HALL OF FAME PLAQUE.







Rick Mejia

Rick grew up in South Central Los Angeles during tumultuous times of national civil un-
rest and the Vietham War. He attended Inglewood High School and played baseball
and it was there he loved the game and excelled to the level of being named to the CIF
All Southern Calif. All-star team along with MLB Hall of Famer George Brett and other
future major league ballplayers. After high school baseball, his future would be life
changing for a number of reasons. Pepperdine University baseball coach Wayne Wright
gave Rick the opportunity to excel further and gave him a four year scholarship and the
opportunity to start all four years at left field. While at Pepperdine he met his bride of
nearly 50 years and he renewed his Christian faith.

In his freshman year, Rick hit .333 and missed the batting title by 2 pts. His senior year
was culminated and highlighted by being on the first ever Championship team for Pep-
perdine in Malibu, Ca. They were ranked tenth in the nation and were matched against
national champion USC in the NCAA district playoffs in 1974 to determine who would play in the NCAA world se-
ries. He hit .300 in the playoffs and robbed Rich Dauer (former Baltimore Orioles 3rd baseman) of a home run by
leaping over the top of the wall to make the catch. His team went on to win that game with a walk off home run
but lost the series to USC who went on to repeat as National Champions in 1974.

After college, Rick married and moved to Sacramento while his teammates, Mike Scott, played MLB and won the Cy
Young Award for the Astros and Rob Piciollo became shortstop for the Oakland As. Surprisingly, 20 years later,
while playing for his current team the Nationals, Rick would reunite with a manager of his former Mariners team
and has also played for the A’s. Rick joined the upstart Mariners in the Mariners second year 1994 to 2002 then the
Mariners dissolved. Soon after Rick joined on with Joe Soto - Pat Kelly Sacramento A’s from 2003 - 2017. Rick and
his son Ty played on Hall of Famer Derrick Bulock’s Capital Cardinals World Series National Level Father Son team
and they were both an instrumental contributing player on the Cardinals 2008 National Championship team.

Now after 28 years playing SMSBL, Rick is grateful and thankful to the board and appreciative to all his former and
current teammates to be part of a special baseball experience and honor in being inducted into the Sacramento
MSBL Hall of Fame. And most importantly, a special thanks to his wife Chi for putting up with watching Rick play
baseball for over 50 years.

Craig Parker

Craig Parker began his love for baseball at the age of six growing up in Sutter Creek.
He played Little League, Senior Little League, Junior Varsity and Varsity Baseball for
Amador High School (League Champions in 1972), and Babe Ruth. In 1974 he was
named outstanding third baseman in the State Tournament while playing for A.G.
Spanos of Stockton. Craig went on to play college baseball for American River College
Placerville in 1974 and 1975. As a Sophomore playing under first year Head Coach
and fellow SMSBL Hall of Famer Hal Young, Craig was named Outstanding Defensive
Player on a team that recorded first ever wins over ARC Sacramento, Sacramento
City, Sac State Junior Varsity and UC Davis Junior Varsity Teams. In 1993, following
pitching in Sarasota in an Orioles Fantasy Camp, Craig was asked to play in the Men’s
League on an team that included Fellow SMSBL Hall of Famer Mike Baker. Thirty
years Later, Craig has now pitched 3,800 innings, recorded 268 wins, struck out 1,920 batter while just walking
580 and posting a career ERA of 3.87.

Craig has been on five MSBL League Championship teams in 2006, 2009, 2011, 2014, and 2016 all with the
Orioles. In addition, Craig has been on two World Series Championship Teams, once in Phoenix and once in
Clearwater Florida with a team from Baltimore. He has had the opportunity to pitch at Doubleday field in
Cooperstown New York twice, and Camden Yards twice with a Non Roster team from Baltimore. Being able to
play baseball in the SMSBL, competing against such a wealth of baseball talent in the Sacramento area and
continuing a “ for love of the game” has been an experience of a lifetime.












